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PREFACE 
Categorical Topology is the investigation of topological problems (in a wide 
sense) by categorical methods and the invention and analysis of the needed categori- 
cal tools. For more details and several hundred references, the interested reader may 
consult the following survey articles: 
- G.C.L. Briimmer, Topological categories, Topology Appl. 18 (1984) 27-41. 
_ H. Herrlich, Categorical Topology 1971-1981, Proc. Fifth Prague Topology Symp. 
1981 (Heldermann, Berlin, 1982) 279-383. 
Preceding the conference in L’Aquila there have been 7 major conferences with a 
similar scope: 
- 1974 Cape Town, Math. Colloq. Univ. Cape Town 9 (1974). 
- 1975 Mannheim, Springer Lecture Notes Math. 540 (1976). 
- 1976 Cape Town, Quaestiones Math. 2 (1977). 
- 1978 Berlin, Springer Lecture Notes Math. 719 (1979). 
- 1980 Ottawa, Springer Lecture Notes Math. 915 (1982). 
- 1981 Cape Town, Quaestiones Math. 6 (1983). 
- 1983 Toledo, Heldermann Sigma Series Pure Math. 5 (1984). 
Similar conferences are planned to take place in Prague (1988) and in Harare (1990). 
The 8th International Conference on Categorical Topology took place in L’Aquila, 
Italy, April 1-5, 1986. It was attended by 79 participants from 17 countries. The 
present issue of Topology and its Applications, containing the contributions of the 
9 main speakers (and their co-authors), refereed according to the usual editorial 
standards of the journal, serves as proceedings for this conference. 
We express our gratitude for the financial support provided by the following 
institutions: 
- Italian Ministry of Public Education, 
- University of L’Aquila, 
- Dept. Pure Appl. Math., University of L’Aquila, 
- Cassa di Risparmio della Provincia de L’Aquila, 
- Giunta Regionale dell’Abruzzo, 
- Consiglio della Regione Abruzzo, 
- Comune de L’Aquila, 
- Ente Provinciale per il Turismo, 
- Azienda Autonoma di Soggiorno e Turismo. 
We will remember this conference during the famous Italian spring for its perfect 
organization and its congenial atmosphere. It would not have been possible without 
the tireless efforts of the organizers, Anna Tozzi and Eraldo Giuli. Thanks. 
For the Guest Editors 
H. HERRLICH 
